Ground broken for environmentally friendly building

By JENNIFER MILLER
Staff Writer

VALLEY - Aerzen, a Ger-
man manufacturing compa-
ny with its American divi-
sion based here, broke
ground for its future “green”
building, which is expected
to be more environmentally
friendly than the average
building.

“The earth is alive and life
is sacred, so this land is
sacred,” said Pierre Noack,
president of Aerzen USA,
just before breaking ground
at 108 Independence Way.
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‘it's a ground-breaking
building because we wish

this building would bring an
example to the world,”
Noack said.

The roughly 40,000-

square-foot building will
feature insulated paneling,
take advantage of natural
daylight and include water
faucets and flushes that use
a less-than-typical amount
of water, according to Mike
Cronomiz with Re:Vision
Architecture.

“There will be less water
wasted,” Cronomiz said.

Cronomiz, who is the

project manager, also said
the structure itself will be
made using renewable
materials and resources
with a high content of re-
cycled materials. Builders
will also make every effort
to minimize excavation and
work with materials found
within a 500-mile radius, he
said.

Re:Vision Architecture, a
Philadelphia-based company,
specializes in “green” con-
struction projects.

Using the environmentally
friendly project plan, the
company is expected to save
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40 percent in energy costs.

The one-story building will
have 33,000 square feet for
manufacturing and 7,000
square feet for offices. Con-
struction is expected to be
complete by September 2007.
The new building will be
around 15,000 square feet
larger than Aerzen's current
facility.

The building falls under

‘the Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design, a
national system used by the
U.S. Green Building Council

of Washington, D.C., to gauge

how environmentally sound

A

a building is.

Currently there are 600
LEED-certified buildings in
the United States.

Aerzen manufactures blow-
ers, compressors and vacu-
um pumps. The company em-
ploys 30 people at its head-
quarters in Highlands Corpo-
rate Center.

Adams-Bickel Associates, a e

contracting. company out of
Collegeville, is constructing
the building.

To contact staff writer
Jennifer Miller, send an e
mail to jmiller@dailylo-
cal.com.






